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BANJO FEST 2021, a three day 
event October 7, 8, 9, 2021 was 
filled with concerts, informal per-
formances, parties, jams and the 
American Banjo Museum Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony.

BANJO FEST festivities began with 
a welcome reception on Thursday, 
October 7th with attendees enjoying a 
barbecue meal, live music by Debbie 
Schreyer & Tom Owens, Gary "Biscuit" 
Davis, as well as  Eddie Erickson fea-
turing Bill Dendle and Shelley Burns. 
Janet Raines, Beth and Shayne 
Canter, and the Oklahoma Arts 
Council were honored by receiving 

American Banjo Museum Awards 
of Excellence. This was followed by 
a “night at the museum jam” where 
banjo players of all types turned the 
“Your Father’s Mustache” stage into 
a big jam circle.

Friday afternoon at the muse-
um focused on banjo education. 
Ron Hinkle gave a lecture on the 
“Classic English Plectrum Banjo”, 
Scott Whitfield hosted a tenor Banjo 
Workshop, Gary Davis a five-string 
Banjo Workshop, and Ed Erickson 
& Bill Dendle a plectrum banjo 
workshop.

continued on p.4

2021 Hall of Fame Inductees From Left to Right: 
Jens Kruger – Five String Performance, Brad Roth – Four-String Performance, Greg Rich – Design and 

Manufacture, Scott Whitfield – Instruction and Education, and Paul Poirier- Jack Canine Award
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Community outreaCh

This year the American Banjo 
Museum  will be putting on 
two holiday events, Candy 
Cane Christmas, and our 
Banjo Elf visits. The banjo 
playing Elf that likes to help 
out around Christmas time is 
looking for nursing homes and 
school programs to play for. To 
nominate a program, please 
visit our website and fill out the 
form. You may notice that the 
Banjo Elf does look a bit like 
our Community Outreach & 
Promotion Coordinator Lucas 
Ross, neither the Banjo Elf or 
Lucas have any comment on 
the similarities, but we have 
yet to see them in the same 
room at the same time.

In addition to our helpful 
holiday elf, we are expecting 
an extra special visit from 
Santa on December 5th from 
1PM-4PM, as part of our 
Candy Cane Christmas!  The 
event will feature pictures with 
Santa, sing-along Christmas 
Carols with performances 
from the museum's own 
Johnny Baier and Lucas 
Ross, fun kids crafts, 
and some special treats! 
Admission will be our usual 
$8 for adults, but free if you 
bring a new unwrapped toy 
for the Red Andrews Holiday 
Dinner. Don't forget to mark 
your calendars!

Holiday Events

9 East Sheridan Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73104
405-604-2793
www.AmericanBanjoMuseum.com

MISSION
The mission of the American 
Banjo Museum is to preserve 
and promote the banjo while 
expanding appreciation and 
understanding of its history and 
music.

STAFF
Johnny Baier, Executive Director
Margie Smith-Robbins, Assistant  
    Administrator
Rachel Reichert, Sales & 
    Marketing
Sherril Mitchell, Reception
Ellie Burns, Administrative  
    Assistant
Lucas Ross, Community Outreach 
    & Promotion Coordinator

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Doug Parsons, Board President
     Waynesville, OH 
Lester Cowden, Jr., Oklahoma City, 
    OK
Juston Givens, Oklahoma City, OK
Jens Kruger, N. Wilkesboro, NC
Michael Mason, O'Fallon, MO
John Mumford, Centennial, CO
Jack Murphy, Oklahoma City, OK
Brian Newsom, Milford, MI
Paul Poirier, Seekonk, MA
Danny Rubio, New Orleans, LA
Debbie Schreyer, Maplewood, MN 
Devin Tower, Palm Beach 
    Gardens, FL

Its been a busy Fall at the 
American Banjo Museum! In 
addition to a resurgence in 
group tours, one of the highlights 
of this fall was participating in 
Brick-or-Treat!  The Bricktown 
Association puts on an annual 
Trick-or-Treat event where kids 
under 12 can have an organized 
and safe trick-or-treat event. 
This year Steve Martin (or at 
least a really good look-alike) 
greeted thousands of trick-or-
treaters outside the ABM as 
they decented upon Bricktown!

Fall at the Banjo Museum
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A BANJO IS A BANJO
Whether you think about it or 
not, to the vast majority of the 
public a banjo is a banjo.  Most 
visitors to our museum care lit-
tle about the physical differenc-
es between different types of 
banjos or the specific musical 
or playing styles they are asso-
ciated with.  However, whether 
it be Dueling Banjos or Waiting 
For The Robert E. Lee or any-
thing in between, most people 
do have a sound in their head 
which, to them, is a banjo.  As a 
performer I have been aware of 
this “banjo indifference” for de-
cades, finding success in trying 
to identify just what banjo sound 
is in my listener’s head and ful-
filling it.  But, as a fledgling ban-
jo museum director who took his 
job a little too seriously, I took a 
completely different stance, en-
gaging visitors in countless con-
versations in an effort to prove 
to them that a banjo is NOT just 
a banjo.  I’d explain at length the 
physical differences between 
the instruments and their corre-
sponding musical styles, the po-
larized repertoire between var-
ious styles, and the imaginary 
brick wall that often separates 
differing banjo stylists both so-
cially and musically.  Some visi-
tors found this all very interesting 
and enlightening while others 

walked away mumbling, “That 
guy’s nuts…a banjo is a ban-
jo.”  Then one day a young lady 
asked the question: “What’s the 
difference between four and 
five string banjos?”  In response 
I went into my song and dance 
and, after patiently listening to 
the whole spiel, she respond-
ed with one word…“Why?” I 
pondered her question for a 
moment and realized that I did 
not have a satisfactory answer 
– and my underlying personal 
banjo prejudice was the reason.  
I realized that by stressing the 
things that separate differing 
factions in the banjo world I had 
been reinforcing those “brick 
walls” that divide different types 
of banjos and banjo players 
rather bringing them together.  
Considering the banjo, in gen-
eral, has a tough enough time 
being accepted, from that en-
counter forward I’ve done a one 
eighty adopting, for the good of 
the museum and the banjo com-
munity at large, the stance that 
a banjo IS a banjo.  Thankfully 
the museum followed my lead, 
making sincere efforts to em-
brace, present and honor all 
styles of banjos and banjo play-
ing equally.  Considering our 
early exclusive focus on jazz 
age four-string tenor and plec-
trum banjos, it is understandable 
that a lot of people in the banjo 
world were skeptical regarding 
our newfound inclusiveness.  
But as years passed – and our 
good intentions played out as 
much more than lip service, our 
acceptance in the worldwide 
banjo community has taken on 
a palpable and positive momen-
tum.  Nowhere was this more 
evident that during our recent  
BANJO FEST celebration.  In 
addition to the diversity seen 
in our Hall of Fame nominees, 
it was extremely gratifying to 

From the DireCtor

see our audiences at both the 
BRICKTOWN BANJO BASH 
as well as the formal evening 
concert at Rose State College 
welcoming and enjoying all 
of the different banjo playing 
styles which our BANJO FEST 
event had brought to Oklahoma 
City.  As one couple I’d seen at 
events throughout the weekend 
left Saturday evening’s concert 
I heard the lady say to her es-
cort, “I never knew there were 
so many different kinds of ban-
jos.”  Seeing proof positive that 
actions do speak louder than 
words, I reveled in the fact that 
at least one guest recognized, 
acknowledged and enjoyed the 
diversity of instruments, per-
formers and playing styles our 
celebration had brought togeth-
er without me needing to make a 
speech.  And if there were those 
who left the weekend still think-
ing “a banjo is a banjo,” that’s 
just fine by me as well.

-Johnny Baier
Executive Director

American.Banjo.Museum

@banjomuseum

BanjoMuseum

AmericanBanjoMuseum

ViSiT US ON 
SOciAl MEdiA!
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Banjo Fest

The American Banjo Museum 
Hall of Fame ceremonies 
took place Friday, October 
8th at the top of Devon 
Tower. This formal event was 
open to the public and includ-
ed a reception, dinner and 
the Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony. The 2021 induct-
ees were: Scott Whitfield – 
Instruction and Education, 
Greg Rich – Design and 
Manufacture, Paul Buskirk – 
Historical, Brad Roth – Four-
String Performance, and 
Jens Kruger – Five-String 
Performance.

Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony

Noel Roth, Brad Roth, and Tyler Jackson perform for Brad Roth's Induction

Along with the Hall of Fame 
inductions, the annual Jack 
Canine Award was presented 
to ABM board member Paul 
Poirier for his years of dedi-
cated work at the Museum.

Recording King Banjo made by Greg Rich 

Greg Rich accepting Hall of Fame Induction

Scott Whitfield  accepting Hall of Fame Induction

The Kruger Brothers perform for Jens Kruger's Induction
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Saturday featured our first ever 
Bricktown Banjo Bash. The ban-
jo bash featured three stages in 
the newly renovated public park 
area next to the railroad viaduct 
between Sheridan and Reno 
Avenues along with an indoor 
stage at the American Banjo 
Museum. 

The goal of the festival was to 
present “America’s Instrument,” 
the banjo, in all of its musical 
styles.  From Bluegrass to Jazz 
to Old-time to Pop, artists such 
as Hall of Fame members Gary 
“Biscuit” Davis, Lee Floyd, Scott 
Whitfield, Brad Roth, Eddie 
Erickson, Debbie Schreyer, 
Doug Mattocks and Johnny 
Baier were joined by visiting art-
ists Lincoln Hensley & Aynsley 
Porchak, Bill Dendle & Shelley 
Burns, Bill Lowrey, Ron Hinkle, 
and local banjo players Wayne 
Cantwell, Lucas Ross, and 
Wood Willow. 

Despite the unseasonal heat, 
the Bricktown Banjo Bash atten-
dance was great, and we look 
forward to next year’s Bricktown 
Banjo Bash.

The performance crown jewel 
of the weekend took place on 
Saturday evening, October 9th 
when the fifth annual BANJO 
FEST concert took the stage 
at the Rose State College 
Hudiburg Chevrolet Performing 
Arts Center. Starring award 
winning virtuosos, The Kruger 
Brothers, as well as Ed Erickson 
with Bill Dendle and Shelley 
Burns, Gary Davis, and Tyler 
Jackson. Following the concert 
the museum hosted an after-
glow party with jamming, pizza 
and beer. 

The American Banjo Museum 
would like to thank the fol-
lowing sponsors for their gra-
cious support of this year's 
BANJO FEST: Paul & Theresa 
Poirier; Roger and Ellie Burns; 
Gayle & Devin Tower; Lester & 
LeeAnn Cowden; The Singleton 
Family; PerriDunn Attorneys; 
News 4; BancFirst; Bricktown 
Association; PBS Services; 
Graftec Communications; and 
the Oklahoma City Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. 

Mark your calendar for next 
year's BANJO FEST, October 
13-15, 2020.

Lee Floyd and Danny Rubio perform for the Bricktown Banjo Bash

Paul Poirier receives Jack Canine Award
Kent Hillman, Tyler Jackson and Johnny Baier perform for Pail Buskirk's Induction
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You Always get Back More Than 
You Give!

I was totally taken by surprise at this 
year’s Hall of Fame awards cere-
mony to be honored with the pres-
tigious “Jack Canine Award”.  To 
be recognized along side of Scott 
Whitfield, Greg Rich, Paul Buskirk, 
Brad Roth, Jens Kruger and all the 
other Hall of Fame members and 
attendees was, to say the least, 
very humbling!  

All of the inductees are at the top 
of their respective categories, but 
if you ask them, they will all tell 
you they are just doing what they 
love.  I guess, the same is true 
for me. Although I do give the 
Museum some of my time and I al-
ways  make it a point to support the 
Museum with regular donations, I 
always feel that what I contribute 
to the success of the ABM is small.  
When I compare what I do to what 
Johnny, the staff and others do, in 

my eyes, my contributions look mi-
nuscule.   But, as is so often the 
case when you give a little you get 
a lot in return. 

The satisfaction I get from doing 
my part to support the Museum and 
its mission to “Preserve, Promote 
and Present the Banjo” cannot 
be described in words. It is that 
great!  The vision of Jack Canine to 
share his love of the banjo with the 
world is what it is all about for me.  
Following Jack’s example, leader-
ship and vision I am doing my part 
to insure future generations have 
the means to see, learn and appre-
ciate the music, history and people 
of the banjo. I am so grateful to 
have had the opportunity to be of 
service.  

Being recognized with the award 
that Jack created, what I consider to 
be the highest award the Museum 
can give, is truly a hi-lite in my life. 
…… When it comes to supporting 

the American Banjo Museum,  “you 
always get back more than you 
give”.
I love doing what I do, but the 
success of our American Banjo 
Museum really depends on you! 
Members and contributors who are 
willing to step up and make that 
contribution of time, and treasure 
will insure the future success of the 
Museum.  I hope you will join me in 
making a donation to our Museum 
and give that little extra that will 
give back so much!
- Paul Poirier
Board Member

ShOw YOUr BANJO SpiriT ThiS chriSTMAS wiTh UNiqUE ABM chriSTMAS 
cArdS!

What better way to share the joy of both the banjo and the holiday season than by sending your friends 
unique banjo themed Christmas cards designed by the American Banjo Museum.  These one-of-a-kind 
holiday greeting cards are only available from the ABM and will bring a smile to anyone who loves the spirit 
of the Christmas season.  Supplies are limited…order yours now at americanbanjomuseum.com/christmas

12  Cards 

$20 inCluding s&H
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support

Individual Membership
Nita Kaye Adams

Danny Joseph Burke 
James Cook 

Brian Dickerson
Mark Greathouse

Robert Guttormsen
Eldon Hart 

Philip Landon
Ryk Loske

Stephen Maaz
Andy Muenich 
John Mumford

Gerald Uppman
Randall Wiley
John Winston

Charley Wrather
Glady Zwink

OCtOber 
13-15, 2022

save tHe date!

MeMbersHip
The American Banjo Museum wishes to recognize and thank new members and those that have 
renewed their membership the third quarter of 2021.

Couple Membership
Lindsey Bradley

Roger & Ellie Burns
Fred Dodd 

Bruce & Jo Ewing
Robert Galbraith

Delight and Stanley Hart
Barbara Jacobson

Jennifer Lehner
Marty Sigwing

Denny & Kathy Overstreet
Tom Owens

Family Membership
Leo and Wendy Elliot

Angel Rogers

Lifetime Membership
Eric Harold Affsprung 
Sue Elaine Nanninga

To become a member, gift 
a membership, or upgrade 
your current membership 
call 405-604-2793 or visit 

americanbanjomuseum.com.



9 East Sheridan Avenue 
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

UpcOMiNg EVENTS:

Virtual Tours and Videos can be viewed on the Museum's 
Facebook Page or Website: americanbanjomuseum.com

December 5th - Candy Cane Christmas


