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BANJO FEST 2021!

After an unprecedented year and a half 
without live music, social gatherings 
and fun, it’s time to celebrate!  In our 
musical world that means just one 
thing:  Getting together to play and 
enjoy the joyful music and spirit of the 
banjo.  And for those who share that 
sentiment, there will be no better place 
to celebrate America’s Instrument 
than Oklahoma City and BANJO 
FEST 2021 – October 7th thru 9th.

From humble beginnings as an annual 
banquet honoring incoming American 
Banjo Museum Hall of Fame inductees, 
BANJO FEST has grown into an 
internationally known and respected 
event which shines the spotlight of the 
banjo world on Oklahoma City.  Mixing 
performances, parties, concerts, and 
jam sessions with fun-loving banjo 
players and enthusiasts from around 
the world, BANJO FEST 2021 promises 
to make up for time lost during the 
pandemic in new and exciting ways.
True to its roots, the centerpiece of this 

year’s event will be the induction 
of the “Class of 2021” American 
Banjo Museum Hall of Fame 
honorees - Jens Krüger, Brad 
Roth, Greg Rich, Paul Buskirk 
(posthumous) and Scott Whitfield, 
each of whom have devoted 
a lifetime to the performance, 
preservation and promotion of the 
banjo and its music.  Doubling 
the Hall of Fame attraction, the 
weekend will also include special 
recognition of 2020 inductees – 
Gary “Biscuit” Davis, “Fast Eddie” 
Erickson, Don Reno (posthumous), 
Roger Sprung, and Geoff Stelling, 
all of whom missed their chance 
to experience OKC and BANJO 
FEST last year because of COVID.

Knowing it is the music of the banjo 
which is the heartbeat of BANJO 
FEST, live performances of all banjo 
styles including jazz, Bluegrass, 
folk and old time  - coupled with 
jam sessions welcoming banjo 
players of all skill levels - will create 
the soundtrack of an unforgettable 
musical weekend.  The first strums, 
picks and plucks of BANJO FEST 
2021 will take place at 6PM on 
Thursday, October 7th as friends 
– new and old – gather for a 
welcome reception and barbeque 
at the American Banjo Museum.  
Live music, great food and kindred 
spirits will set the mood for a fun 
night of hobnobbing with banjo 
stars as well as being part of the 
ceremonial grand opening of the 
Women of the Banjo exhibit (which 
quietly opened to rave reviews 
during COVID).  Another highlight of 
the evening will be the presentation 
of the ABM Awards of Excellence.

As final preparations for the 
evening’s Hall of Fame festivities 
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From the Director

THE BEST AUDIENCE I EVER 
HAD…

Although I embrace my role 
as the executive director of 
the American Banjo Museum, 
it may come as a surprise to 
some that my background is 
that of a performer.  Behind the 
quiet, “director-like” demeanor I 
project to museum guests lives 
a creature of the stage, anxious 
to please an audience and fed 
by their applause.  While more 
important responsibilities limit my 
opportunities to live within that 
entertainer’s alter ego, I cherish 
every moment spent on stage, 
always mindful of a personal 
commitment to give my audience 
everything I’ve got.  During a 
performance career spanning 
nearly 50 years and tens of 
thousands of performances, it’s 
amazing to me how certain shows 
and audiences remain etched in 
my mind, marking milestones in 
my life and career.  I recall the 
first night I nervously took the 
stage at Shakey’s Pizza Parlor 
in Oshkosh, Wisconsin in 1971.  
After stumbling through the first 
song, the audience clapped…
and I was forever hooked on 
that sound.  Paying my dues 
in night clubs, restaurants and 
dance bands over the years 
that followed, I discovered that 
pleasing an audience with my 
music became somewhat of 
an addiction.  As more years 
passed and I evolved into a solo 
entertainer, the love I shared 
with my audiences developed 

into a palpable two-way cycle of 
energy – and I had never been 
happier.  As such, when I recall 
certain life changing events – 
such as performing as part of the 
celebration of life for comedian 
and banjoist, Jerry Van Dyke, at 
Universal Studios in Hollywood 
(with Dick Van Dyke sitting in the 
front row!), I realize how blessed 
I’ve been to find something for 
which I had such a passion.  And 
although the audience that day 
was gracious and appreciative, it 
wasn’t the best audience I ever 
had…that distinction belongs to 
14 anonymous people…let me 
explain…  After over a LONG 
time of not performing for a live 
audience due to restrictions 
caused by COVID, on April 23rd 
– my birthday – we welcomed 
our first tour group to visit the 
American Banjo Museum since 
our shutdown over a year earlier.  
Although I had done numerous 
virtual performances during the 
crisis, this was the first time I had 
been in front of a live audience 
in all that time (and I honestly 
wasn’t sure if I’d remember my 
act)!  However, from the first note 
to the last, the music and joy 
we all shared during that all too 
brief show was better than any 
newscaster predicting a “light at 
the end of the tunnel” in telling us 
– in a very personal way - that the 
havoc reeked by COVID was soon 
destined to be a memory.  For me, 
performing for any audience is 
always an honor and privilege, but 
those 14 folks have no idea how 
they affected my life and positive 
outlook for the future.  To them – 
and any audience member who 
has fed the souls of the unabashed 
“hams” of the world – thank you!...
we couldn’t exist without you.  So, 
as we all carefully move forward, 
be mindful of the joy of music 
which so many performers share 
in similar ways with their own 
audiences and how it illustrates 
beyond any doubt the resilience 
of people and the way that music 
– particularly banjo music - is 
capable of bringing us all together.

- Johnny Baier

9 East Sheridan Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73104
405-604-2793
www.AmericanBanjoMuseum.com

MISSION
The mission of the American 
Banjo Museum is to preserve 
and promote the banjo while 
expanding appreciation and 
understanding of its history and 
music.

STAFF
Johnny Baier, Executive Director
Margie Smith-Robbins, Assistant  
    Administrator
Rachel Reichert, Sales & 
    Marketing
Sherril Mitchell, Reception
Ellie Burns, Administrative  
    Assistant
Lucas Ross, Community Outreach 
    & Promotion Coordinator

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Doug Parsons, Board President
     Waynesville, OH 
Lester Cowden, Jr., Oklahoma City, 
    OK
Juston Givens, Oklahoma City, OK
Jens Kruger, N. Wilkesboro, NC
Michael Mason, O'Fallon, MO
John Mumford, Centennial, CO
Jack Murphy, Oklahoma City, OK
Brian Newsom, Milford, MI
Paul Poirier, Seekonk, MA
Danny Rubio, New Orleans, LA
Debbie Schreyer, Maplewood, MN 
Devin Tower, Palm Beach 
    Gardens, FL
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Banjo Fest continueD

take place, during the day on 
Friday the adventurous will 
explore the many unique shops 
and attractions in and around 
downtown OKC while the 
banjo faithful will be jamming, 
socializing or participating in 
educational workshops planned 
for the daytime hours at the 
museum.  Then it will be off to 
the 50th floor of the Devon Tower 
for the weekend’s main event…
the American Banjo Museum 
Hall of Fame inductions.

Since 1998 the American Banjo 
Museum has had the annual 
opportunity to honor the best 
of the best in the banjo world 
with induction into the American 
Banjo Museum Hall of Fame.  
With each passing year, the 
Hall of Fame event grows in 
acceptance and stature among 
the worldwide banjo community.  
The inclusive nature of its mission 
is seen through its honoring of a 
diverse body of banjo notables. 
From iconic names such as Earl 
Scruggs, Steve Martin, Alison 
Brown and Belá Fleck to little 
known – yet equally important – 
contributors to the art or industry 
of the banjo, the American Banjo 
Museum Hall of Fame continues 
to recognize those who have 
shaped the banjo’s colorful past, 
exciting present and unlimited 
future.  Like past recipients, 
honorees for 2021 have each 
displayed a lifelong commitment 
to the banjo in one of five 
categories.  As a participant 
at BANJO FEST 2021 you’ll 
have a chance to be part of 
this historic banjo evening. 

A new and exciting addition to 
the weekend will be Saturday’s 
BRICKTOWN BANJO BASH.  
With a plethora of banjo players 
in OKC – all anxious to perform 
after the long COVID shutdown, 
multiple outdoor stages in the 
newly renovated and landscaped 
public space directly across the 
street from the museum will offer 
unprecedented performance 

opportunities for performers 
of all skill levels and playing 
styles to be part of BANJO 
FEST 2021. If you’d like to 
be part of the performance 
schedule, please include your 
request with your registration.

A crowning jewel for an already 
amazing weekend will take 
place on Saturday, October 
9th, when the world-renown 
KRUGER BROTHERS headline 
the BANJO FEST concert at the 
Hudiburg Chevrolet Performing 
Arts Center at Rose State 
College in Midwest City, OK.  
Opening the show will be 2020 
HOF inductee, Ed “Fast Eddie” 
Erickson joined by Shelley 
Burns and Bill Dendle - showing 
the OKC audience why they 
are perennial favorites at jazz 
and banjo festivals around 
the world.  Next will be the 
wonderful musical pairing of 
tenor banjoist, Tyler Jackson 
and 2020 HOF honoree and 
five-time national five-string 
banjo champion, Gary “Biscuit” 
Davis creating some unique 
banjo fireworks which can only 
be described as unbelievable.
Since their introduction to 
American audiences in 1997, 
the Kruger Brothers remarkable 
discipline, creativity and ability 

to infuse classical music into 
folk music has resulted in a 
unique sound that has made 
them a fixture within the world 
of acoustic music.  Through an 
ever-expanding body of work 
– Jens Kruger (banjoist and 
2021 Hall of Fame inductee) 
along with his brother Uwe 
Kruger, guitarist and lead 
vocalist, and Joel Landsberg 
on bass, personify the spirit of 
exploration and innovation that 
forms the core of the American 
musical traditions. Their original 
music is crafted around their 
discerning taste, and the result 
is unpretentious, cultivated, and 
delightfully fresh.  Anyone who 
saw the Kruger Brothers during 
their 2017 OKC appearance 
will attest to this phenomenon 
and encourage you not to 
miss BANJO FEST 2021.
The weekend wraps up with a 
post-concert afterglow party and 
jam session at the American 
Banjo Museum…what better 
way to close a weekend of 
banjo music and camaraderie 
than with more of the same.  
All BANJO FEST activities are 
open to the public BUT space 
for some events is limited.  
Don’t be disappointed…make 
your reservations NOW to be 
part of the American Banjo 
Museum’s BANJO FEST 2021!

PERFORMERS WANTED!
If you’re a banjo player or part of a banjo group and 
are planning to attend BANJO FEST 2021, we want 
you!  A new element to this year’s BANJO FEST will 

be a mini festival to be held on Saturday, October 
9th from Noon to 5PM.  A festival within a festival, 

the BRICKTOWN BANJO BASH will feature multiple 
outdoor stages in the newly renovated public area 

across the street from the American Banjo Museum.  
If you or your group would like to perform as part 

of this event, please include your request with your 
BANJO FEST registration form.  
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Banjo Fest
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Banjo Fest



community outreach
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Its been a busy spring and summer at the American Banjo 
Museum! Although we've been open to the public for awhile, the 
general post-pandemic re-opening up of the city has brought 
a busy summer our way. In addition to our first school groups 
and bus groups since the pandemic, we've had several special 
vistors to the museum including the infamous Oscar Mayer 
Wienermobile, and R2D2 came to visit for a private tour! This 
summer we also received the 2021 Merit Award for Best Virtual 
Event from the Redbud Award Presentation for our 2020 Virtual 
Hall of Fame. The continuation of our Virtual at Noon Series has 
brought special guests to the Museum like the Theo and Brenna 
Band, as well as virtual content from the likes of Matthew Davis. 
Be sure to check out these and our other Virtual at Noon pieces 
on our YouTube and Facebook Pages. Keep your eyes peeled for 
more virtual Hall of Fame and BANJO FEST content as we get 
ready for the 2021 BANJO FEST!

New at the Museum!
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support

Individual Membership
Celeste Barnum 

William Biber 
Steve Boyd
Gary Bright
Bill Brisotti

William Chisholm
Terry Collins

George Donaldson
David Gurath

Daniel Alan Kohrmann
Karen Lennox
Chad Mayer
Marilyn North

William Rawson
Dale Reichert

Dana-Rae Warren
Bernhard Von Guerard

OctOber 
7th-9th

Save the Date!

MeMberShip
The American Banjo Museum wishes to recognize and thank new members and those that have 
renewed their membership the second quarter of 2021.

Couple Membership
Don & Marlene Dempsey 

Mark Hensman 
Glenn & Sandra Snyder

Lifetime Membership
Scott Anderson

To become a member, gift 
a membership, or upgrade 
your current membership 
call 405-604-2793 or visit 

americanbanjomuseum.com.



9 East Sheridan Avenue 
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

ViSiT US ON SOciAl MEdiA!

Virtual Tours and Videos can be viewed on the Museum's 
Facebook Page or Website: americanbanjomuseum.com

American.Banjo.Museum

@banjomuseum

BanjoMuseum

AmericanBanjoMuseum


