
 After a two-year hiatus, the American Banjo Museum held its sixth 
annual Mardi Gras event February 26th. We are pleased to announce 
that this year's event brought back many old friends and new attendees, 
where we sold out right as doors opened. "Mardi Gras at the Museum" 
began at 6 pm with attendees donning masks and Mardi Gras beads 
as the sounds of the Red River Ramblers (joined by our own executive 
director, Johnny Baier on banjo) filled the second floor with New Orleans 
jazz. 

 This year a favorite local brewery, Anthem Brewing Company, 
provided several of their popular beers to guests. Each ticket to the 
event provided those of age with two beers. There were also various 
snacks and non-alcoholic Hurricanes for guests to enjoy as they enjoyed 
the wonderful music provided by the Red River Ramblers. 
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A Wine Pull to benefit the 
Museum was held during 
the festivities. Twenty dollars 
bought participants a cork with 
a corresponding number on 
a wine bottle with one bottle 
containing a $100 Mastercard 
gift card. This year's winners 
were Shayne and Beth Carter!

Be sure to keep your eyes out 
when tickets go on sale next 
year so you can get them 
before they sell out!
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Mardi Gras Cont.

9 East Sheridan Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73104
405-604-2793
www.AmericanBanjoMuseum.com

MISSION
The mission of the American 
Banjo Museum is to preserve 
and promote the banjo while 
expanding appreciation and 
understanding of its history and 
music.

STAFF
Johnny Baier, Executive Director
Margie Smith-Robbins, Assistant  
    Administrator
Rachel Reichert, Sales & 
    Marketing
Sherril Mitchell, Reception
Ellie Burns, Administrative  
    Assistant
Lucas Ross, Community Outreach 
    & Promotion Coordinator

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Doug Parsons, Board President
     Waynesville, OH 
Lester Cowden, Jr., Oklahoma City, 
    OK
Juston Givens, Oklahoma City, OK
Jens Kruger, N. Wilkesboro, NC
Michael Mason, O'Fallon, MO
John Mumford, Centennial, CO
Jack Murphy, Oklahoma City, OK
Brian Newsom, Milford, MI
Paul Poirier, Seekonk, MA
Danny Rubio, New Orleans, LA
Debbie Schreyer, Maplewood, MN 
Devin Tower, Palm Beach 
    Gardens, FL



The American Banjo Museum invites you to:

Ukulele Open Jam

1-4 PM

Hosted by:

 Jeff Howard & 

tHe oKC UKUlele GroUp

3rd Saturday of 
Every Month!

FroM the direCtor
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THE ROAD TO REAL 
NORMALCY

As of this writing, two years 
have passed since the word 
“COVID” became part of our 
universal vocabulary and 
the first word uttered on the 
nightly news.  Its been time 
the likes of which most of us 
have never experienced…we 
lost friends, jobs, institutions, 
and any sense of normalcy 
that existed just a few months 
prior.  Here at the museum 
we followed the responsible 
lead of others and decided to 
close for two weeks (naively 
believing the crisis would be 
contained in that period of 
time).  As those two weeks 
stretched into months we 
adapted as best we could, be-
ing among the first museums 
to offer the virtual programing 
via the Internet.  While going 
virtual exposed us on an al-
most daily basis to infinitely 
more people than could have 
ever fit within the physical 
confines of our building, the 

experience was simply not the 
same.  When we cautiously 
reopened our doors in July of 
2020 it seemed as though our 
staff and visitors were walk-
ing on eggshells, each of us 
hoping for the carefree expe-
rience a museum visit should 
represent – but sensing the 
dark cloud of quiet fear we 
were all living under none-
the-less.  Protocols such as 
face masks, eliminating of in 
person events, closure of our 
“hands on” exhibits were all 
part of what the media liked to 
call “the new normal.”  But for 
us, there was nothing normal 
about not being able to open-
ly interact with our guests, 
sharing our unique institution 
and its many treasures in an 
unrestricted manner.  As time 
passed and mandated re-
strictions eased, we were de-
lighted to note that our atten-
dance actually exceeded our 
projections for 2021.  It was 
as if people were making up 
for lost time by doing the life 
enhancing, yet routine, things 
which had, with little warning, 
been taken away from them 
during the previous year.  
An interesting phenomenon 
associated with this trend 
is that our current museum 
guests seem more curious 
and engaged than ever be-
fore – making the sharing of 
the passion our staff has for 
our museum and its mission 
all that much easier.   While 
we’ve eased our way back 

into “in person” events during 
the past six months, our Mardi 
Gras celebration in February 
seemed to be a turning point 
on the road to real normalcy.  
People were cautious but not 
fearful and, for the first time in 
over two years the museum 
felt like its old self.  That one 
event prompted the return of 
many pre-COVID activities 
including Pick-A-Tune class-
es, regularly scheduled blue-
grass, Celtic and ukulele jam 
sessions, and group tours.  
With these as a catalyst, we 
are planning with great excite-
ment our upcoming BANJO 
FARM event on July 9th as 
well as the much anticipated 
BANJO FEST 2022 weekend 
(September 22nd thru 24th).  
While COVID is (and likely will 
be) still with us for a long time, 
as a society we have become 
educated and enlightened 
and have responsibly adapt-
ed to and made the best of a 
less than ideal situation.  And, 
if the media wants to call that 
kind of behavior “the new nor-
mal,” it’s okay by me.

Johnny Baier
Executive Director



Things are starting to pick up in Oklahoma City as programs and events are re-emerging with 
the recent shift in COVID-19 procedures. In February, our Outreach and Promotion Coordinator, 
Lucas Ross led a campfire singalong for our friends at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage 
Museum’s “Kids Takeover the Cowboy,” where he sang and told stories. In March we brought 
the sounds of the banjo to Clyde Howell Early Childhood Center where Lucas did funny songs 
while introducing Pre-K kids to the idea of sound and pitch. Other events we have made muse-
um appearances include the OMNI Hotel’s National Conference, Oklahoma’s True Sky Credit 
Annual Meeting and Oklahoma’s Rodeo Opry.

Banjo on the town

outreaCh
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We are so excited to announce 
that monthly events are 
back at the American Banjo 
Museum! Not only does this 
include Pick-A-Tune, where 
Lucas teaches banjo basics 
to new banjo picking recruits, 
but we've also moved both our 
open Celtic Jam and Ukulele 
Jam to monthly events! 
Ukulele jams are now the 3rd 
Saturday of the Month, and 
Celtic the 4th Saturday with an 
exception for April which has 
been moved to April 30th. All 
museum open jams are free 
admission when you bring an 
instrument and participate in 
the Jam Session. Museum 
visitors are encouraged to sit, 
listen, tap your feet and enjoy 
the music.

Music at the MuseuM

We are excited to announce our upcoming Summer Event: 
Banjo Farm! Lucas Ross will be putting on his ever popular 
'Banjo Farm" kids show, 
along with an instrument pet-
ting zoo, kids crafts, Ukulele 
Workshop, Banjo Learning 
Lounge and much much more! 
Be sure to mark your calen-
dars for July 9th, 11AM-3PM!
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Do you assume that the 
American Banjo Museum 
will always continue to oper-
ate and grow to fulfill its mis-
sion of preserving, promoting 
and presenting the banjo?  

I think we all assume that 
the Museum will continue on 
some level. We all assume 
that our  contribution will help 
in that effort.  But, are we sure 
it can sustain the ABM? Or, do 
we just assume.  Can we af-
ford to assume the ABM can 
act at a high level and fulfill its 
mission?  Can we risk the as-
sumption the ABM can con-
tinue to grow and, do we dare 
assume the ABM can expand 
to include more banjos and 
ephemera to our archives and 
collection?  We all Assume, 
but shouldn’t we Assure?

If we flip from assuming the 
ABM’s future is secure to as-
suring the ABM’s future is se-
cure, the dynamics change 
considerably.  Assuming the 
ABM’s future requires little.  
Assuring the ABM’s future 
requires deeper thought and 
stronger commitments. Are 
you ready to assure that the 
ABM will fulfill its mission 
into the future and beyond?

The American Banjo Museum 
is here today because Jack 
Canine made the commit-
ment to assure we could be 
off to a good start.   He com-
mitted his time, his collection 

and his money to get the 
ABM up and going.  Do we 
dare assume the Museum 
will continue on without peo-
ple willing to stand up and 
assure the Museum’s future.

Assuring the ABM’s fu-
ture requires us, as lovers 
and players of the banjo, to 
commit more of our time, 
talent and treasure.  This 
means stepping up to help 
out with Museum projects, 
BANJO FEST, Hall of Fame, 
Americana Fest, concerts 
and events at the Museum.  
By that I mean attending mu-
seum events, buying tickets, 
offering your talents to en-
tertain audiences, and, most 
importantly, providing the fi-
nancial support that allows 
all of these things to happen.  
Assuring means making a 
larger commitment, giving as 
much as you can.  We need 
you to help Assure a bright 
productive future for the ABM?  

There are many ways that 
you can contribute; multi year 
major gift commitments, cash 
donations, monthly recurring 
credit card donations and / 
or estate gifts.  All of these 
methods are viable, greatly 
appreciated and I strongly 
encourage each of you to 
consider and act upon one 
or more of these strategies 
to help the ABM continue its 
efforts. 

Even if you can’t make a 
great big cash donation, do-
ing all that you can makes a 
great big difference!  Theresa 
and I have made this commit-
ment to the ABM.  We want 
to assure the future of the 
ABM and its mission. It can 
only happen if we all take 
steps to assure the future of 
the ABM.  I sincerely hope, 
as you read this that you will 
make the commitment to join 
Theresa and I in helping to 
assure the future success of 
our American Banjo Museum.

Paul Poirier
Board Member

The American Banjo Museum invites you to:

CeltiC Open JamCeltiC Open Jam
Hosted by:

 the hOuse sessiOnthe hOuse sessiOn

2-4 PM

4th Saturday of 
Every Month!

FroM the Board
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upcoMinG events:

May 21st - Pick-A-Tune

May 21st - Ukulele Open Jam

May 28th - Celtic Open Jam

June 11th - Pick-A-Tune*

June 18th - Ukulele Open Jam

June 25th - Celtic Open Jam

July 16th - Ukulele Open Jam

July 8th - Pick-A-Tune* 

July 23rd - Celtic Open Jam

August 5th - Pick-A-Tune*

August 20th - Ukulele Open Jam

August 27th - Celtic Open Jam

*To Register for Pick-A-Tune please visit americanbanjomuseum.com/pick-a-tune
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support

Individual Membership
Joshua Adkisson 

Jeffrey Grosser, D.D.S. 
Ellen Harmon 

Bill Hetherington 
Ron Hinkle 

James Gibbons 
Billy Glover
Katie Odom 

David Prosser
Kathleen Shelton

Mark Wedge
Jerry Wicentowski

Tim Sean Youmans

MeMbership
The American Banjo Museum wishes to recognize and thank new members and those that have 
renewed their membership the First quarter of 2022.

Couple Membership
Sharilyn Edlund

Earl Folk
Anne Radtke 

Family Membership
Jay Shanker & Sara Jane Rose 

Jeffrey Woidke

To become a member, gift a 
membership, or upgrade your 

current membership call 
405-604-2793 or visit 

americanbanjomuseum.com.



9 East Sheridan Avenue 
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

septeMber
22-24, 2022

save the Date!


