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BANJO FEST 2022!

To the American Banjo Museum, get-
ting together to play and enjoy the 
joyful music and spirit of the banjo is 
one of the most important parts of life.  
And for those who share that senti-
ment, there will be no better place to 
celebrate America’s Instrument than 
Oklahoma City and BANJO FEST 
2022 – September 22-24.

From humble beginnings as an annual 
banquet honoring incoming American 
Banjo Museum Hall of Fame induct-
ees, BANJO FEST has grown into an 
internationally known and respected 
event which shines the spotlight of the 
banjo world on Oklahoma City.  Mixing 
performances, parties, concerts, and 
jam sessions with fun-loving banjo 
players and enthusiasts from around 
the world.

True to its roots, the centerpiece of 
this year’s event will be the induc-
tion of the “Class of 2022” American 
Banjo Museum Hall of Fame honorees 
- Sonny Osborne, Don Vappie, The 
Banjo Kings, Randy Morris, and Alan 
Munde, each of whom have devoted 
a lifetime to the performance, preser-
vation and promotion of the banjo and 
its music.  

Knowing it is the music of the ban-
jo which is the heartbeat of BANJO 
FEST, live performances of all banjo 
styles including jazz, Bluegrass, folk 
and old time - coupled with jam ses-
sions welcoming banjo players of all 
skill levels - will create the soundtrack 
of an unforgettable musical weekend.  
The first strums, picks and plucks of 
BANJO FEST 2022 will take place at 
6pm on Thursday, September 22  as 
friends – new and old – gather for a 
welcome reception and barbecue at 
the American Banjo Museum.  Live 
music, great food and kindred spirits 
will set the mood for a fun night of hob-
nobbing with banjo stars. Thursday will 
also include the presentation of the 
ABM Awards of Excellence.

As final preparations for the evening’s 
Hall of Fame festivities take place, 
during the day on Friday the adven-
turous will explore the many unique 
shops and attractions in and around 
downtown OKC while the banjo faith-
ful will be jamming, socializing or par-
ticipating in educational workshops 
planned for the daytime hours at the 
museum.  Then it will be off to the 50th 
floor of the Devon Tower for the week-
end’s main event…the American Banjo 
Museum Hall of Fame inductions.

Since 1998 the American Banjo 
Museum has had the annual 
opportunity to honor the best of the 
best in the banjo world with induction 
into the American Banjo Museum 
Hall of Fame.  With each passing 
year, the Hall of Fame event grows 
in acceptance and stature among 
the worldwide banjo community.  The 
inclusive nature of its mission is seen 
through its honoring of a diverse body 
of banjo notables. From iconic names 
such as Earl Scruggs, Steve Martin, 
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From the Director

Brent Hayes: The Greatest Banjo 
Player Nobody Ever Heard Of…

In the 1920s, banjoists such 
as Eddie Peabody, Harry 
Reser and Roy Smeck were 
household names, as popular 
as any rock idol of the current 
generation. But what about the 
other banjoists who are equal to 
– or possibly better than those 
iconic 1920s?  It seems as 
though banjoist Brent Hayes – 
who performed under the stage 
name of “Scargold” is just one 
such individual.  Contracting his 
name from the scarlet and gold 
of the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police uniform that he appeared 
in on stage, as he was most 
active overseas prior to the jazz 
age of the 1920s and never 
recorded commercially, Brent 
Hayes is sadly missing from 
most of the lists of milestone 
setting banjo pioneers.

Brenton William Hayes was 
born in 1879 near Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania to an artistically 
inclined mother and father. After 
studying violin in Germany, he 
returned to become the youngest 
member ever of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra. It was 
this nineteen year old classically 
trained master musician who 
chanced upon two black 
musicians playing the then new 

John Philip Sousa composition, 
The Stars and Stripes Forever, on 
the banjo – and his life was instantly 
and forever changed.  Purchasing 
a second hand banjo in a pawn 
shop, Hayes mastered the Stars 
and Stripes as well as a number 
of classical selections within just a 
few weeks.  Subsequently, when 
a solo performer didn’t show up 
for a solo spot at the Pittsburgh 
Opera House, Hayes and his 
banjo were tapped to fill the void 
and, with that stroke of fate, 
his musical future was charted.

Developing into a concert artist 
of the highest order, Hayes went 
on to establish himself as a 
phenomenon on the Orpheum 
vaudeville circuit in the U.S. prior 
to embarking upon the numerous 
overseas trips which would 
ultimately define his career prior to 
WWI.  He performed for dignitaries 
and the crowned heads of the world 
during extended tours of England, 
Italy, Spain, Russia and India 
before “retiring” at the age of 39 
in 1918 for the duration of the war.

To put this period of Hayes’ 
career into modern perspective, 
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From the Director

he was most active prior to 
four-string tenor and plectrum 
banjos exploding on the popular 
music scene in the 1920s.  Most 
banjos of that pre jazz age era 
were open back five-string 
instruments played in finger style 
(and Hayes’ first banjo forays 
were in that style).  However, 
as a schooled classical violinist, 
Hayes recognized the musical 
limitations of the then modern 
banjo and experimented with 
steps to overcome them.  

Beginning in 1909, working with 
Vega banjo company to create 
a new and unique instrument, 
Hayes defied existing banjo 
norms by first eliminating the 
short high “G” string common to 
banjos of the day and replacing 
it with a full length low “G” string 
(resulting in five full length 
strings).  Hayes then suggested 
a fingerboard extension over the 
head which would net him 29 
usable frets.  The result of these 
modifications would be a musical 
range of the four full octaves 
necessary to allow Hayes to 
play classical violin and piano 
pieces from their original musical 
scores in their original keys.  The 
aforementioned alterations also 
dictated a larger banjo body for 

proper bridge placement, the 
result being a monstrous 13” 
head and equally large body.

That unique and special banjo 
which now resides in the 
collection of the American Banjo 
Museum thanks to a donation 
by the late Glenn Peisker of 
Barrington, Illinois.  While the 
neck and dowel stick remain 
in their 1910 configuration, the 
massive Vegavox resonator 
(obviously original Vega 
factory work) was added to the 
originally open back instrument 
around 1927.  To that resonator 
an additional non-factory rim 
extension and decorative 
flange were added (making the 
already massive resonator even 
deeper).  The most curious 
modification is the banjo’s 
rim assembly…no longer a 
Vegaphone but a Stromberg 
inspired rim, tension hoop and 
tone ring configuration bearing a 
cryptic message in Hayes’ own 
hand, “FINISHED NEW BANJO 
– SEPT 11th, 1955 – TONE 
CHAMBER.”  At 76 years of age, 
Hayes was still searching for 
a new and perfect banjo tone.

Hayes’ 1918 retirement 
was relatively short-lived. 

In the 1930s he returned to 
performing and, although 
Vaudeville and mainstream 
banjo popularity were both 
dying, Hayes’ incredible talent 
and agreeable stage persona 
seemed impervious to the 
trend both here and abroad. Of 
one of his concerts a known to 
be “hard to please” New York 
music critic, Vincent Arnold, 
wrote, “Brent Hayes is without 
doubt the greatest banjo artist 
the world has ever known 
and the intrinsic value of this 
artistic work should be an 
inspiration for future students 
of the banjo, America's musical 
instrument.  Long may it reign!"

Johnny Baier
Executive Director
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Banjo Fest



This Year's first annual Banjo Farm was a blast! The event took 
place July 9th from 11am-3pm and featured Lucas Ross' ever 
popular "Banjo Farm" kids show, along with an instrument pet-
ting zoo provided by the Opry Heritage Foundation, kids crafts, 
ukulele workshop, and banjo lessons. Much fun was had by all, 
and we can't wait to do it again next year! We would like to thank 

Banjo Farm

our sponsors, Paul 
and Theresa Poirier, 
KFOR and Metro 
Family Magazine for 
making it possible. 

Banjo Fest continueD
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Alison Brown and Belá Fleck 
to little known – yet equally 
important – contributors to the 
art or industry of the banjo, the 
American Banjo Museum Hall 
of Fame continues to recognize 
those who have shaped the 
banjo’s colorful past, exciting 
present and unlimited future.  
Like past recipients, honorees 
for 2022 have each displayed 
a lifelong commitment to the 
banjo in one of five categories.  
As a participant at BANJO 
FEST 2022 you’ll have a chance 
to be part of this historic banjo 
evening. 

In lieu of a concert,  Saturday’s 
2nd annual BRICKTOWN 
BANJO BASH will have an ex-
panded time-slot from 2-8pm to 
give BANJO FEST attendees a 

chance to hear performances by 
a plethora of talented Oklahoma 
artists as well as some of the 
world renown banjoists who  
are  here for the Banjo Hall of 
Fame. Bricktown Banjo Bash 
is sure to be a great time and 
have something for everyone.
Located in the newly renovated 
and landscaped public space 
directly across the street from 
the museum, the multiple stag-
es will feature immense talent-
ed Oklahoma artists such as 
Kyle Dillingham & Horseshoe 
Road, Edgar Cruz, Alan Munde 
Trio,  Shelby Eicher's Cowboy 
Jazz Band, One-Eyed Jack, The 
Red River Ramblers, Midnight 
Hollow, The Hunt Brothers, 
Lucas Ross, and Johnny Baier, 
as well as incredible talent from 
around the country like Tyler 

Jackson, Don Vappie's Creole 
Jazz, Randy Morris, Pat Terry 
Jr., Lincoln Hensley and Aynsley 
Porchak. 

The weekend wraps up with 
a post-festival Shakey's style 
Pizza Parlor Sing-along at the 
American Banjo Museum from 
8pm-10pm followed by jam 
sessions till the wee hours of the 
morning…what better way to 
close a weekend of banjo music 
and camaraderie than with more 
of the same.  All BANJO FEST 
activities are open to the public 
BUT space for some events is 
limited.  Don’t be disappointed…
make your reservations NOW to 
be part of the American Banjo 
Museum’s BANJO FEST 2022!
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August 5th - Pick-A-Tune*

August 14th - Bluegrass Open Jam

August 20th - Ukulele Open Jam

August 27th - Celtic Open Jam

September 3rd - Pick-A-Tune*

September 11th - Bluegrass Open Jam

September 17th - Ukulele Open Jam

*To Register for Pick-A-Tune please visit americanbanjomuseum.com/pick-a-tune

September 22nd-24th - BANJO FEST

October 1st - Celtic Open Jam

October 7th - Pick-A-Tune*

October 9th - Bluegrass Open Jam

October 15th - Ukulele Open Jam

October 29th - Celtic Open Jam

November 12th - Pick-A-Tune*

UpcOmiNg EvENTS:

MeMbership
The American Banjo Museum wishes to recognize and thank new members and those that have 
renewed their membership the second quarter of 2022.

Individual Membership
Steve Boyd 
Bill Brisotti 

George Byrnes 
Alma Cochran 
Terry Collins 

Jim Cox
George Donaldson

John Doyle
Barry Grant

Norval Kennedy 
Jay Kreider

Leonard Leedy
Karen Lennox
Chris Leverenz

Chad Mayer 
Kim Nakae
Carl Pagter

Randy Shumard
Barry Tripp

Couple Membership
William Biber 

Robert & Janice Bicknaver
William & Suzie Cude

Judith Johnson
Marilyn North

William Rawson
Glenn & Sandy Snyder

Family Membership
Juston Givens
Amber Seward

Lifetime Membership
Christian Vincent Lawlor

To become a member, gift a membership, or upgrade 
your current membership call  405-604-2793 or visit 

americanbanjomuseum.com.



9 East Sheridan Avenue 
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

septeMber 
22nd-24th

save the date!


